



June 10, 2006

Dear Provider:
The new Napa Valley Senior Fall Prevention Coalition is asking for your assistance in determining existing efforts, policies or programs aimed at reducing the incidence of falls among older adults, particularly those 75 and older, in Napa Valley.  This survey will provide us with a snapshot of what organizations and providers are currently doing and what programs or services respondents think would be valuable to support fall prevention. Your input is very important and will guide the future of fall prevention services and funding in Napa Valley.
Please respond to the survey by June 30.  Responses will be compiled from all respondents and aggregated to develop results. Responses provided by individuals and organizations will be confidential.  You may have additional staff respond to the survey if you wish. We have enclosed a survey that can be completed on hard copy and mailed or email, or on the web.  We will distribute the results of the survey to the community.
If you wish to complete the survey on the web, please go the following link: http://www.surveyconsole.com/console/TakeSurvey?id=223167 If you wish to complete the survey on paper, please mail you completed responses to  Tabor Consulting, 2108 Devonshire Court, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 or email the completed survey to kmtabor@pacbell.net. 
Background:
Falls cause fractures.  Fractures result in disability and death and higher healthcare costs.  The National Institutes of Health report that of the 300,000 individuals who have a hip fracture each year in the United States, two thirds will not return to post fracture mobility, only 50% will remain independent and as many as 20% will not survive one year.  According to a 1999 Dartmouth Atlas of Health Care Survey of Hospitalization for Hip Fracture per 1000 Medicare Enrollees, Napa ranks high (#30 out of 308 cities) compared to other municipalities in the nation for number of hospitalizations due to hip factures per 1000 Medicare enrollees. This does not take into account those seniors who are not Medicare eligible. 

The Area Agency on Aging Serving Napa and Solano (AAA) with a community coalition of representatives from Queen of the Valley Hospital and Community Outreach, St. Helena Hospital, Adult Day Services, Volunteer Center of Napa Valley, and more, are conducting a planning process to address fall prevention needs focusing on at risk underserved older adults aged 75 and older including Latinos living in Napa County, California. Napa ranks third highest in the state in percentage of total population of residents age 75 years and older. 
The goals of the coalition-building and strategic planning process are (1) to develop an integrated county-wide strategic plan to implement comprehensive fall prevention strategies for at-risk older adults, and (2) to increase community awareness and support for fall prevention. The goals will be accomplished through the development of a county-wide Fall Prevention Coalition and short term and long term action plans based on priorities and strategies defined through a community planning Summit. In addition, the coalition will launch a media and policymaker advocacy campaign to raise awareness about the need for senior fall prevention efforts and implement a community fall prevention activity such as home safety assessments and modifications. 

Thank you for your help!
The Fall Prevention Coalition of Napa Valley

